
 

 
Christmas Greetings December 2019 

 
 

The Minister & Deacons wish you all 
A Very Happy Christmas 

 
“They say there's seven wonders in the world 
But what they say is out of date 
There's no more seven wonders in the world 
I just met number eight” 

(excerpt from the song “Venus in Blue Jeans” jointly written by HOWARD 
GREENFIELD, JACK KELLER and sung by more than one singer) 

As I write this letter I am conscious of God’s miracles as He answers prayer. On 
the 27th November our daughter gave birth to our eighth grandchild. I hesitate 
referring to him as a “wee one” as he weighed in at 8lb 8oz. 

It was on the same day that I was to get a procedure at Papworth hospital which 
I know many of you were praying for. Bob kindly gave me a lift over, so thanks 
for the lift, and thanks for all the prayers. I was given an ECG and the staff 
looked at each other with amazement. The graph was perfect and they said that 
I would not get the procedure as somehow I was cured without it. God answers 
prayer miraculously! 

This month we celebrate the arrival of a babe born in a manger, Jesus. We 
maybe know the story very well now, having heard it so often. We know about 
the couple arriving in Bethlehem who discovered no room in the inn. We can 
visualise shepherds on the hill side tending to their sheep and the glorious sight 



of the angels bringing the message that speaks of the good news from God. 
Last, and not least, came the Wise Men with their three gifts. We can imagine 
the scene as they knelt before Jesus and presented gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. Along with the wonder of new birth there was also a miracle of life that 
comes to everyone of us. The angel said to Joseph that Mary “will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people 
from their sins” (Matthew chapter 1 verse 21)  Immanuel --- God with us! 

In the midst of all our celebrations may we never forget the miracle of life God 
has given to us as we trust Jesus as our Saviour. Christmas will always point 
towards Easter when Jesus gave His life that we might know the miracle of 
eternal life. May you know a joyous and blessed Christmas in 2019. 

Blessings to all of you, 

Jon Magee 

 
Services and Meetings in December 
Sunday 1st Morning Service at 10.30am Rev Jon Magee 
Thursday 5th Homegroup 7.30pm at 8 Whitehall Way. Prayer for Election! 
Sunday 8th Morning Service at 10.30pm Rev Jon Magee. 
             Election Dedication Service at 4pm Rev Jon Magee. 
Thursday 12th Homegroup 7.30pm at 31 Roundhouse Drive. 
Sunday 15th Carol Service at 10.30am. 
Thursday 19th Carols by Candlelight at 7.00pm. 
Sunday 22nd Morning Service at 10.30am Rev Jon Magee 
Christmas Day Service at 10am Rev Jon Magee 
Sunday 29th Morning Service and Communion at 10.30am Rev Jon Magee. 
Thursday 2nd January Homegroup 7.30pm at 24 Glebe Road. 
Sunday 5th Jan New Year’s Service at 10.30am Rev Jon Magee.  
Christmas Cards 

Once again there will be an opportunity to send one card to the whole of the Church 
Fellowship. These cards will be displayed in Church for all to see. We then ask for a 
donation to Spurgeon’s Childcare. This organisation helps children in need, orphans 
as well as abused women and their children.                                                                  
The Christmas offering will also go to Spurgeon’s. 

 



 
Prayer Diary for December 2019 
 
1st Roger Watkins.                           2nd David and Ann Burditt                   
3rd Lara and John Campbell              4th Audrey Clarke                            
5th Stephen & Grace Draper             6th Sue Harper                             
7th David & Dorothy Haines             8th Election Dedication Service at 4pm 
9th David Hawthorne                   10th Joyce Jones                            
11th Pearl & Brian Lanham              12th Jon & Joan Magee                   
13th Iain Magee                                14th Pauline Moody 
15th Carol Service                           16th Anne Macaskill                          
17th Paul Mascall                            18th Iris Mumford                              
19th Carols by Candlelight               20th Betty Presland                          
21st Howard & Ann Purser               22nd Pam Sear                               
23rd Marjorie & Doug Smith           24th Bob & Joyce Stammers   
25th Our prayer is that all may know the love that came down on 
Christmas day        
26th David & Isabel Storie               27th Dave & Sue Stone                    
28th Amanda Tyrrell                 29th Ken & Marlene Turner              
30th Jan & David Usher                  31st Ted & Marjorie Wady  
1st Jan 2020 Our prayer is that we may all know God’s love and power 
during 2020. That God will Bless the Church as we go through the year.       
2nd Tony & Cilla Whitlock        3rd  Roger Watkins. 
4th Rev Beth Powney; Regional Minister. 
5th 1st Sunday of 2020 and our Memory Verse for year. 
  
Please remember to pray regularly for the leadership of our Church. The 
Minister and Deacons 

If you have any comments about this newsletter or a contribution towards 
a future issue, please see Tony. Next newsletter out on 5th January. 

Church Contacts 
Minister Rev Jon Magee 01480 700810/07938664421 
Secretary / Treasurer    Tony Whitlock 01480 810906//07746594542 
Deacons:  Bob & Joyce Stammers 01480 731532//07870841519 
Church Website: www.perrybaptist.org.uk  
 
 
 
 
 



FOLLOWING THE CALL  

Some were murderers. Some were thieves. Some were victims held without trial. 
Fifty-five men shared one cell: dirty, cramped and forgotten. Forgotten by everyone, 
except for Ben. 
 
Ben and Isabelle, BMS World Mission workers serving in Guinea, were ashamed to 
discover they’d spent years walking and driving past the prison without ever 
realising it was there. Once they heard about it, Ben knew that he needed to visit the 
people there, to talk to them, counsel them. Everyone said there was no way a 
foreigner like Ben would ever be allowed in. But Ben asked to go in anyway. And, 
miraculously, the answer was yes. 

Ben was told to be wary, that the prisoners were dangerous criminals. But he went 
into as many cells as he was allowed to and spoke to each of the men there. At first, 
he was only given ten minutes in each cell. The next week, he asked the men if they 
wanted ten more minutes – and they asked for two hours! 

Ben went into the prison every week and spent his Sundays among outcasts. After 
his first visit, he and the men congregated in one cell, where they ran Bible studies 
every week. Ben and Isabelle were able to bring them soap, medicine and the Word 
of God.  
One inmate told Ben, “I’m here, I’ve not had a trial, it’s unjust – but maybe God 
brought me here just so I could learn about him.” They gave each of the men a copy 
of the New Testament, so that they would be able to read and study God’s Word 
even when they weren’t with them. 
 
And Ben and Isabelle couldn’t be with them forever. God had called them to serve in 
Guinea, and he also told them when it was time to leave. When they left, the 
prisoners threw a party for them and even gave them gifts. These men who had 
nothing used plastic bags and straw to weave baskets for Ben and Isabelle with their 
names on them, an incredibly personal reminder of the change God had made in the 
prisoners’ hearts. 

Ben and Isabelle’s commitment to God’s call made a real difference – and we can 
make a real difference too. ( An article from the BMS ) 

The Church gives regularly to the BMS and extra gifts are always welcome and can 
be put in the box on the back wall. Also, it is just as important to continue praying for 
people like Ben and Isabelle.  

A lot of money is also raised by the sale of stamps so please collect your used 
stamps. These should be trimmed leaving a small margin round the stamp and put 
in the box on the side table. These stamps will be passed on to the BMS early in the 
new year. 


