
 

Newsletter for April 2020 
Dear Friends 

What does church mean to you? For some it means a building, such as 
Perry Baptist church for those of us living in this area. For some it means a 
denomination such as the Baptist church or the Methodist church. For 
some it means the clergy, when we might refer to someone going into the 
church, although, in reality, they have responded to the call of Christ to 
serve in a particular way. 

In recent weeks we have all had to face the reality that “church” means 
something more than all of these options. The building is closed but the 
church has not ceased. The virus has placed some limits but our Lord called 
us, you and I, to be set apart as the Church. The Church is the people of 
God, the believers who are committed to Christ. The Bible says “Now you 
are Christ's body and individually members of it.” (1 Corinthians chapter 12 
verse 27) So the Church, according to the Bible, is the people. We do not 
have the use of a building but we are church as we pray for each other 
with a deep love that we know and share as a people who have 
experienced the love of God. We do not have the use of a building but 
with the use of modern technology we can know church  on-line as we 
worship the Lord and share the Scriptures together. We do not have a 
building, yet this week some of us discovered that with zoom we can still 
laugh together, care for each other, share with each other. Despite there 
being no building we can still pick up the phone and encourage each other. 
The church will go on, it exists in the homes of each one of us. Where is 
Perry Baptist church? It is where you are. 

As your Pastor please be assured I am still here for you, praying for you 
through times of uncertainty. If you are feeling anxious or concerned, 
please pick up the phone and talk, I am not too busy for any of you. 

Blessings to all of you,  

Jon Magee 



Services and Meetings in April 
 
All Services and meetings in the Church have been cancelled until 
further notice because of Covid-19. 
 
Service on Sundays at 10.30am. Our Minister, Rev Jon Magee, will 
be continuing to use the web to bring us a service. This can be 
accessed via our website and face-book page and a link or other 
instructions will hopefully be emailed out. We can only apologise to 
those of you who do not have web access. 
 
Over Easter it is hoped to have services in this way on Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 
 
Eventually Jon may put together a Homegroup study. 
 
This morning 27th March some of us enjoyed a virtual coffee 
morning. This will be continued each Friday during the coronavirus 
outbreak at 11am. For a link into this being conducted on Zoom 
please email Jon. I would suggest that you go onto the zoom.us 
website to see how it works. 
 
The Kairos mission has been cancelled for this year. Our prayers go 
out for Rev David Kinder and residents in Littlehey Prison. 
 
Any contributions for May Newsletter to Tony by 23rd April.  
 
Church Meetings 
At our AGM on 4th March we reported on the work of the Church 
during the last year. Joyce Stammers and Howard Purser were both 
elected onto the Diaconate. With Tony Whitlock continuing as both 
Secretary and Treasurer. Minutes are now on the Church website. 
 
Members of our Congregation. 
It is difficult at this time to get information on all of our people. 
Iris Mumford is in Hardwick Dene  
David and Dorothy need our prayers after Dorothy had a fall. 
Anne Mac 
We also remember Bob & Joyce stuck in Cyprus, today our weather 
was better than theirs! 
 



 
Prayer Diary for April 2020 
 
30th March Amanda Tyrrell          31st Ken & Marlene Turner              
1st April Our congregation, friends & family who are self-isolating. 
2nd Jan & David Usher                  3rd Ted & Marjorie Wady  
4th Tony & Cilla Whitlock              5th Roger Watkins. 
6th David and Ann Burditt            7th Lara and John Campbell                     
8th Audrey Clarke                           9th Derek & Maureen Greenwood           
10th Sue Harper                          11th David & Dorothy Haines  
12th Let’s rejoice that Christ is Risen. 13th David Hawthorne                 
14th Mary Hazel             15th Joyce Jones  
16th Pearl & Brian Lanham            17th Jon & Joan Magee             
18th Iain Magee                         19th Pauline Moody                   
20th Anne Macaskill                     21st Paul Mascall                       
22nd Iris Mumford                          23rd Betty Presland                          
24th Howard & Ann Purser            25th Pam Sear                              
26th Marjorie & Doug Smith         27th Bob & Joyce Stammers  
28th David & Isabel Storie             29th Dave & Sue Stone  
30th Jan & David Usher                   
   
Please remember to pray regularly for the leadership of our Church, 
the Minister and Deacons. Along with all hope that the various 
services and meetings will soon be able to start again. 
If you have any comments about this newsletter or a contribution 
towards a future issue, please see Tony. Next newsletter out on 26th 
April; contributions to me by 23rd April please. Email to address 
below in a form that I can copy and paste please. 
 
 
A Prayerful response to coronavirus 

Dr Peter Saunders, CEO of the International Christian Medical & 
Dental Association, writes of the importance of prayer in our 
response to coronavirus. He outlines how many prayers are being 
answered but says that one essential element of prayer appears to 
be missing: confession of sin and repentance. In Biblical prayers 
in times of hardship, these kinds of prayers always feature. We are 
right to seek God's help but we must do so in a spirit of repentance. 

How true, along with our petition must also come confession! 



 

Prayer, Faith 

A tale is told about a small town that had historically been "dry," but 
then a local businessman decided to build a tavern. 

A group of Christians from a local church were concerned and 
planned an all-night prayer meeting to ask God to intervene. It just 
so happened that shortly thereafter lightning struck the bar and it 
burned to the ground. 

The owner of the bar sued the church, claiming that the prayers of 
the congregation were responsible but the church hired a lawyer to 
argue in court that they were certainly not responsible. 

The presiding judge, a man wiser than most, after his initial review of 
the case, stated that "no matter how this case comes out, one thing 
is obvious." When asked what that was, the judge said "that it is 
evident that the tavern owner believes in prayer and the Christians 
do not." 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“O Lord, I have come to You for protection; don’t let me be 
disgraced. Save me and rescue me, for You do what is right. Turn 
Your ear to listen to me, and set me free. Be my Rock of safety 
where I can always hide. Give the order to save me, for You are my 
Rock and my Fortress. My God, rescue me from the power of the 
wicked, from the clutches of cruel oppressors.” Psalm 71:1-4 

 
 
Church Contacts 
Minister Rev Jon Magee 01480 700810/07938664421 
Email perrybaptistpastor@gmail.com  
Secretary / Treasurer    Tony Whitlock  
01480 810906//07746594542 email tonywhitlock241@gmail.com 
Deacons:  Bob & Joyce Stammers  
01480 731532//07870841519 email stammers024@gmail.com  
Howard Purser 
01480 212183//07780372416   email hpurser@outlook.com 
Church Website: www.perrybaptist.org.uk  


