
 

Newsletter for August 2020 
 

Dear Friends 

It was this time last year that I sent out my first contribution to the 
Perry Baptist Church newsletter. I recall speaking of a glorious 
welcome to Perry and the warmth of fellowship that is ours with the 
sure knowledge of the brightness in our lives when the Son of God is 
working in our midst.  
 
So much has happened during this past year, so much that we could 
never have envisaged happening as we set out on this spiritual 
journey together. When visiting the bank recently, I could not avoid 
noticing the masks that surrounded us. Just a matter of weeks ago 
no honest person would have considered it was acceptable to walk 
into the bank with their faces hidden from view, now it has become 
the norm to wear masks. No doubt in the midst of the pandemic we 
have many other examples of this being changed times 
 
What does the Bible say about change? There seems to always be a 
guarantee in life that change will happen. Change is something we 
tend to fear and become anxious about because we do not feel in 
control of life. The good news is that God has a plan for your life to 
hope and to prosper. If we trust in God and allow the change to grow 
us to become more like Jesus Christ in how we respond and act, 
then we are promised that all things will work together for good for 
those who love Him and keep His commandments! 
 
Isaiah wrote “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you 
not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in 
the wasteland.” (Isaiah 43:19) Often we will find it difficult to perceive 
what is happening around us, but during our wilderness years it is 
God who is more than able to meet our greatest needs. There is a 
way God is preparing for us as a church. There are streams that 
symbolize the hope we desire at this time. 
 



Jesus is, and must always be, the vision that gels our lives together 
as a church. Jesus, not a building, must always come first as we 
perceive the great thing that lie before us. 
Thank you. 
 
Blessings to all of you, 
 
Jon Magee 
 
Services and Meetings in August 
 
Service on Sundays at 10.30am. Our Minister, Rev Jon Magee, will 
be continuing to use the web to bring us a service. This can be 
accessed via our website and face-book page and a link or other 
instructions emailed out. We can only apologize to those of you who 
do not have web access. 
On Tuesday mornings there will be a Prayer Meeting at 10am on 
Zoom.   
On Friday mornings at 11am there is a virtual coffee morning, again 
on Zoom. 
If you have not got a link for these meetings please email Joyce 
Stammers at stammers024@gmail.com  
 
All are welcome to participate in these meetings. 
 
Prayer for Members of our Church & Congregation. 
As this newsletter goes to print, we have just had the sad news of 
the passing of our dear friend, Dorothy. Please remember, David 
who is in the care home near his daughter in Bury St Edmunds. 
Our Minister Jon Magee and his family. Both Jon and Ian have had 
hospital appointments and Jon has to have another operation on 
Wednesday 6th August.  
Anne Macaskill is now in Nelson Lodge, Eaton Socon. 
Amanda’s brother Gary who has throat cancer. 
Please remember to pray regularly for the leadership of our Church, 
the Minister and Deacons. Along with all hope that the various 
services and meetings will soon be able to start again. 
 
News on opening of Church building. 
The Deacons are working towards re-opening on Sunday 6th 
September. Please continue to keep this in your prayers. 



Prayer Diary for August 2020 
 
2nd  Roger Watkins.                          3rd David and Ann Burditt            
4th   Lara and John Campbell            5th Audrey Clarke                          
6th    Derek & Maureen Greenwood   7th Sue Harper                          
8th   David & Dorothy Haines     9th Visitors to our online service 
10th David Hawthorne      11th  Mary Hazel                               
12th Joyce Jones            13th  Pearl & Brian Lanham                      
14th Jon & Joan Magee                  15th  Iain Magee                                     
16th Pauline Moody              17th  Anne Macaskill                             
18th Online prayer meeting      19th  Paul Mascall                                          
20th Betty Presland              21st  Howard & Ann Purser                  
22nd Pam Sear                       23rd  Marjorie & Doug Smith          
24th Bob & Joyce Stammers       25th  David & Isabel Storie              
26th Dave & Sue Stone                  27th  Amanda Tyrrell                             1
28th Ken & Marlene Turner            29th Jan & David Usher   
30th Ted Wady 31st Tony Whitlock 
 
If you have any comments about this newsletter or a contribution 
towards a future issue, please see Tony. Next newsletter out on   
30th August; contributions to me by 26th August please. If possible, 
email to address below in a form that I can copy and paste please. 
 
When obedience to God contradicts what I think will give me 
pleasure, let me ask myself if I love Him." 
- Elisabeth Elliot 

How do we come to God?                                                                        
I came to Him because I did not know which way to turn. I remained 
with Him because there is no other way I wish to turn. I came to Him 
longing for something I did not have. I remain with Him because I 
have something I will not trade. I came to Him as a stranger. I remain 
with Him in the most intimate of friendships. I came to Him unsure 
about the future. I remain with Him certain about my destiny."            
- Ravi Zacharias 

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today and forever” Heb 13:8. 

“Come unto me all you who are weary and heavy laden and I will 
give you rest” Matt 11:28. 

 



Ponderings from the Secretary 
 
First let me thank Joyce for taking over the newsletter last month. 
 
As I’m sure you all realise the last few weeks have been rather 
difficult for me and the family. I don’t expect I will ever come 
completely to terms with the sudden loss of Cilla. We had been 
together for over 57 years since we met at a Christian Youth 
Weekend. From the start, we spent every Sunday together. Then 
married for 54 years - I won’t pretend everything was always plain 
sailing. As many will know Cilla suffered with ill health for much of 
her life. This brought its problems but with God’s help we overcame.  
The one blessing we have is knowing Cilla is now out of pain and 
away from the dreaded Alzheimer’s. She is now with her Lord who 
she always put first in her life! 
To quote from David, Cilla cannot come back to me but I eventually 
can go to her! To be part of the New Creation with the Lord whom 
we serve! 
I do thank all of you for the love shown through cards, phone calls 
and messages to me and the family. With the Covid19 restrictions it 
has been particularly difficult but there is nothing we cannot 
overcome with God’s help. 
Hopefully it will not be too long before we can come together to 
celebrate Cilla’s life in a service of thanksgiving.  
With love, blessings and many thanks to all. 
Tony 
 
 
 
Church Contacts 
Minister Rev Jon Magee 01480 700810/07938664421 
Email perrybaptistpastor@gmail.com  
Secretary / Treasurer    Tony Whitlock  
01480 810906//07746594542 email tonywhitlock241@gmail.com 
Deacons:  Bob & Joyce Stammers  
01480 731532//07870841519 email stammers024@gmail.com  
Howard Purser  
01480 212183/07780372416 email hpurser@outlook.com  
Church Website: www.perrybaptist.org.uk  


